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Two Doses of Vaccine Plus Boosters are Essential 

1. Maternal antibodies† in the colostrum can interfere with the  
vaccine, so it’s important not to give some vaccines too early in life, until the 
maternal antibody level has dropped. 

2.  The first dose of vaccine primes the immune system, but only  
provides a small amount of short-term protection. In some animals, there 
may be no protection at all from this dose. 

3. It’s not until the animal is given the second dose of vaccine that the im-
mune system is capable of providing protection against the disease. In most 
cases, this protection lasts 12 months. 

4. An annual booster dose is required to ensure the immune system of the 
animal continues to remain high for another 12 months. Without booster 
doses the animal is at risk of disease. 

5. This is the level of immunity required by the animal to provide protection 
against infection or disease.  

What is Pulpy Kidney disease? 

Pulpy Kidney (enterotoxaemia) is a disease that can cause sudden death in sheep and goats. It often affects animals in good body 

 condition and can be difficult to diagnose. Vaccination is an important tool in the prevention of deaths due to Pulpy Kidney disease. 

Pulpy Kidney disease generally presents as sudden death. Occasionally excitement, in-coordination and convulsions may be observed prior to 

death. Multiple animals may be affected, often the heaviest animals in a mob. Sudden changes in the amount or quality of feed, such as  

introduction to lush pasture or grain-based diets, can alter the gut environment and allow the bacteria and toxin to proliferate.   

Pulpy Kidney is therefore most likely to occur during periods of rapid pasture growth and high feed availability. 

Managing the risk 

There is no treatment for Pulpy Kidney disease so prevention is critical. The first defence against Pulpy Kidney is to avoid those  

situations that can contribute to bacterial growth and toxin production within the animal, such as a sudden change in diet. In 

 practice these situations may be difficult to avoid during normal farm  

management practices. Thus vaccination against Pulpy Kidney is an  

important, and practical, tool in the management of this disease. 

Vaccination 

Zoetis offers a range of vaccines for the prevention of Pulpy Kidney disease in sheep and goats. 

• Glanvac 6 • Glanvac 3 • Ultravac 5in1 (not registered for use in goats)  

For more information and technical information updates please call us on 6332 4044 

Join Town and Country Rural Supplies every Thursday and 

Friday for our  free “Thumbs up for Farmers” Sausage Sizzle 

and Cuppa, between 12pm and 1pm. We are also a drop off 

site for the 2BS toiletries drive.  



Pulpy Kidney – Cattle 

Vaccination 

Zoetis offers a range of vaccines for the prevention of pulpy kidney  
disease in cattle. In previously unvaccinated animals, a primary course 
of two vaccinations, 4-6 weeks apart, is required. These two basic doses 
of Ultravac 5in1® or Ultravac 7in1® should provide effective immunity 
against pulpy kidney disease for three months. Booster doses, using 
Ultravac 5in1, are therefore necessary to maintain immunity against 
pulpy kidney disease in cattle and should be given at appropriate  
intervals according to local and seasonal conditions. At a minimum, 
annual booster doses of Ultravac 5in1 or Ultravac 7in1 should  
be administered. 

The risk of Pulpy Kidney disease will vary depending on farm  
management practices. Contact us on 6332 4044 for more information.  

 

Utilising Dry Feed and Stubble 

Cattle and sheep are exceptional in their ability to utilise dry standing 
feed or stubble and convert it into a useful energy source. However, to 
best utilise this feed source we need to know how to drive consumption 
animal performance over the dry season.  

Symptoms of reduced performance  

• Reduced cud chewing 

• Stock not grazing out paddock 

• Stock seem satisfied on a full belly of water 

• Manure hardens (from slower digestion) 

• Potential for impaction (and death) 

Treatment & Prevention 

• Maintain a good population of rumen microbes 

• On dry feed, microbes require extra protein and minerals for  
optimum growth and reproduction. 

• Protein can be in the form of ‘Rumen Degradable’ (RDP) or 
‘UnDegradable (UDP) Protein (e.g. cottonseed meal), and  
‘Non-Protein Nitrogen’ (e.g. urea). All sources have a role in microbe 
growth. 

• Microbes also require minerals (e.g. sulphur) for improved digestion 
of dry feed. This increases the rate of passage, which allows increases 
the DMI – the driver of production. 

Dry feed supplements 

• Promotes rumen activity by providing a source of protein and  
minerals - the limiting nutrient that lacking in dry feed. 

Dry season supplements 

Town and Country Rural Supplies has a range of protein and 
mineral blocks available, bearing in mind that stocks are  
limited. Salt blocks, Nutramins, Molaphos & more. Contact the 
store for details - 6332 4044.  

Molafos 15 S :A dry feed / drought supplement to grazing cattle, 
sheep and goats on mature pasture, stubble or forage crops.  
Fed as a production supplement starting early in a dry season 
while there is a good body of forage available.  A supplement  
for backgrounding cattle to get stock onto feed sooner and as a 
post-weaning. supplement with hay and or grain for calves and 
lambs. Can be medicated with Monensin, Lasalocid or  
Flavophospholipol to improve feed efficiency.  Has the option  
of increased Phosphorus levels. 

Loose licks: Integrated Stock  

These cottonseed meal based loose licks provide a ‘long 
lasting’ (UDP) protein source for rumen microbes. Most ISF licks 
also contain NPN (urea) to provide the microbes with a nitrogen 
boost. 

Management 

Put protein supplements out early in the season . It is far more 
economical to maintain condition early in the season than to try 
and regain condition later.  

Placement of supplements : Initially placed close to watering 
points (1– 2 weeks) .Once intake is established, the supplement 
should be moved further out into the paddock to encourage 
grazing and better utilisation of available feed 

Quantity of supplements: - Check the feeding rates to ensure 
you have supplied enough supplement per head per day and 
stock are not over or under consuming product. 

Lambing sickness in ewes 

Lambing sickness (pregnancy toxaemia or twin lamb disease) and milk fever (hypocalcaemia) are 2 metabolic diseases affecting ewes in the 
late stages of pregnancy. Lambing sickness is the most common of the 2 diseases. In severe cases, it can cause a high loss of ewes and lambs. 
These diseases initially appear similar: they can be triggered by similar factors and can occur together. It’s important that you  
correctly  identify the early symptoms for the treatment to be affective. If left untreated or not treated early enough, these diseases are fatal.  
Prevention of lambing sickness and milk fever is far better than trying to cure them. You can avoid lambing sickness by recognising and  
anticipating any decline in the level of nutrition in the pasture. You can then provide better pastures or energy and protein supplements to 
meet the increased nutritional requirements of pregnant ewes. Avoid periods when the ewes won't be feeding, such as yarding. You should 
feed your ewes energy supplements 2-3 weeks before mustering, shearing, crutching or lambing to ensure their energy status is improved in 
time. If necessary, continue feeding the supplements during shearing or crutching. For more information call us on 6332 4044.  

Amboss Stockfeeds are back in stock. Contact our team today for your requirements.  6332 4044 


