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A new scheme to assist drought-affected farmers in New South 

Wales has been unveiled today as more than a quarter of the 

state deals with worsening dry conditions. 

The NSW Drought Transport Fund will provide up to $20,000 in 

low-interest loans, with a two-year interest and  

repayment-free period. 

The fund is intended to help eligible landholders pay for farming 

freight costs, including water cartage, fodder transport and to 

shift stock to agistment. For information go to 

www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/drought-transport-fund  

The completion of the small business tax benefits is almost here. 

This incentive from the ATO has been running for the last couple 

of years and will finish June 30 2018. 

In short, It allows you to fully claim your stockyards in your next 

Tax claim rather than depreciating them over a number of 

years. Pls check with your accountant to confirm your eligibility.  

If pasture is limiting it is advisable to feed stock on hay only for a 

day or two before introducing the pellets from the feeder ad lib. 

• Hay or straw must be available during the initial adjustment 

period. • Keep the feeder full when using self feeders the doors 

should only be partially open in the first week to control the flow 

of grain and to stop gorging as problems with acidosis still occur if 

the feeder becomes empty and the hungry stock gorge them-

selves on pellets. • Never consider feeding cattle without any 

form of roughage being available to it, approximately 10 – 30% of 

its dry matter intake should be fibre right up until it is finished. 

This will result in keeping digestive upsets to a minimum and 

better utilisation of grain being fed. AMBOS Stockfeeds have  

developed a range of quality  pellet feeds to maximise ruminant 

production. A suggested feeding guide for ruminants on pellets is 

as follows: 

• Acclimatise animals over a two week period. 

• Introduce pellets at 0.2% of their bodyweight (BWT) over 10–

14days (If animals are being switched from grain to pellets, mix 

the two at a rate of 50:50 over this period, then remove the 

grain) 

.• Increase this by 0.2% BWT every second day until they are 

eating ad lib. Continual access to good quality fresh water and a 

fibre source (hay/straw) is essential. Water troughs should be 

cleaned every two to three days. 

• All pellets contain the necessary additives and buffers to reduce 

the likelihood of acidosis; however animals that run out of food 

and gorge themselves are more 

likely to acquire the  condition. 
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PLEASE BE AWARE AS YOU CAN APPRECIATE THAT AS RAW 
MATERIALS FOR OUR STOCK FEEDS ARE BECOMING  
SLIGHTLY LONGER TO RECEIVE  FROM  OUR   
SUPPLIERS.  PLEASE CONSIDER YOUR FEED  
REQUIREMENTS SO YOU WILL NOT RUN SHORT INTO  
THE WINTER MONTHS. 

Available at TCRS is Beef 14% cattle nuts 20 kg, ewe & 
lamb 14% 20kg, all purpose 14% 20kg, sheep & cattle nuts 
14%, and the new High Fibre Ruminant livestock  
complete nuts  (available 2 weeks) 

Some stock is here now and some will come over the  
next week! 

ALSO BE AWARE THE BROMAR FEEDERS ARE ALSO ON A  
WAITING LIST OF 5 WEEKS. First shipment sold but TCRS has 
another order in place. HAY FEEDERS NO DELAY JUST  
WAITING FOR DISPATCH DETAILS FOR ROUND AND SQUARE! 
 

Details at Town and Country Rural Supplies 



 
Feeding is an expensive and time-consuming option. 
Sheep will normally be fed rations just sufficient to  
maintain their weight in a condition of at least Condition 
Score 2 until the drought ends. In some cases, short-term 
fattening rations may be justified for stock suitable for 
sale as prime lambs or shipping wethers. However,  
budgets need to be carefully calculated as the profit  
margins are generally small. Previous experience shows 
that the quality of dry pastures, stubbles and failed crops 
is often much better than first anticipated. This reduces 
the feeding levels needed to maintain liveweight and 
thus, the estimated cost of retaining stock. Weighing and 
assessing the condition of stock ensures that feed 
(paddock supplement) is adequate and also that stock 
are not overfed.  
The cost of sheep scales can often be recouped by  
avoiding over-feeding or preventing underfeeding during 
a drought.  
 

Other management decisions  
Shearing, pregnancy and lactation all increase the  
nutritional requirements of the sheep flock.  
Changes to mating, weaning and shearing times can 
sometimes be used to reduce feed demands during the 
drought. reduce supplementary feeding costs.  
Early weaning, if not already practised, can reduce feed costs 
and simplify management of both the ewes and the lambs.  
The ewes can then be managed as dry stock and the lambs 

given priority. The crucial factors for success of early 
weaning are that: 
• the lambs are at least 6 weeks old and preferably close 
to 12 weeks 
• they have reached at least 9 kg liveweight  
• they receive high-quality rations.  

Changing the time of shearing may help to reduce feed 
costs, especially if shearing is currently during a cold  
time of the year. For most people this means bringing  
shearing forward to a warmer and drier time of the year 
which reduces feed demand and losses. This option is 
not always practical and the benefits must be balanced 
against disruption in management and discount in wool 
prices due to the shorter wool.  

The aim of feeding sheep in a drought is to maintain weight in 
dry sheep and to meet the requirements of late pregnant and 
milking ewes. Lambs and weaners need to grow sufficiently so 
that they do not suffer permanent checks. Other targets can 
be selected (for example, fattening of stock for quick sale) if a 
producer judges them appropriate.  

Feeding Sheep In Times of Drought 

Feed levels can then be adjusted for these aims. Selecting the 
types and amounts of feeds to give sheep during a drought 

involves five steps: 
• Calculating total energy and protein requirements of 
each class of sheep  
• Assessing how much can be met from pasture and or 
crop residues  
• Calculating which available and suitable fodder are 
cheapest (Which feed)  
• Calculating the amount and cost of the selected feed  
• Assessing water requirements  
• Monitoring the individual mobs and adjusting ration up 
or down. 
 

Selling 

Early planning and action improves the options for selling 
sheep. In particular, selling decisions need to be made  
before stock have lost too much condition to be saleable 
and market prices have started to drop. When deciding 
what stock to sell and when, the following factors should 
be considered:  
• present value of stock (including the wool value)  
• the quality of stock  
• capacity to carry stock through  
• taxation effects  
• likely demand for the stock at the end of the drought  
• likely length of the drought  
• possibility of improving the quality of the sheep. 

Finally, taxation can have an important bearing on selling poli-
cy during a drought. Its effects, especially if a large part of the 
flock is to be sold, need to be worked out before the stock are 
sold, particularly where low ‘cost price’ valuations are used for 
taxation purposes.  
Source: Drought Feeding and Management of Sheep  | DEPARTMENT OF PRI-
MARY INDUSTRIES  


