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 Pinkeye is a highly infectious bacterial disease of cattle 

that results in eye inflammation, ulceration, corneal 

scarring and possible blindness. Coopers Piliguard is 

the only vaccine available in Australia for the preven-

tion of pinkeye. The vaccine works as an aid in the con-

trol of pinkeye caused by the bacteria Moraxella bovis. 

The Disease: 

In Australia the most commonly isolated bacteria from 

cattle with pinkeye is Moraxella bovis. 

Moraxella bovis is carried in the eyes of adult cattle - 

these cattle are not usually affected by pinkeye but they 

provide a source of bacteria to infect younger, naïve 

stock. Flies transmit the bacteria between cattle, and 

spread can also be by physical contact between cattle, 

as the bacteria will survive in eye and nasal discharges. 

Once an animal is exposed to M. bovis the bacteria at-

taches to the cornea, reproduces and produces toxins 

which damage the surface of the eye, eroding the cor-

nea and causing severe inflammation. 

Prevention of Pinkeye: 

• Vaccinate animals with Piliguard 3-6 weeks before the 

onset of the pinkeye season. 

(Piliguard can be used on calves from 1 week of age). 

• Use other management tools to control the spread of 

pinkeye: 

• Fly control - Integrated Pest Management incorporat-

ing the use of Coopers Easy-Dose at the onset of the fly 

season. 

 

 

 

 

PINKEYE IN CATTLE  

 

Early Pinkeye -  excess tear 

production  

Intermediate Pinkeye - Corneal 

ulceration & inflammation 

• Segregate and treat clinical cases early – this will de-

crease the number of infective bacteria in the herd and 

limit spread. 

• Avoid yarding animals in dry, dusty conditions so as to 

minimise eye irritation and transmission to susceptible 

animals. 

Pinkeye - Predisposing Factors: 

Any factors that cause damage to the eye, or increase the 

exposure of animals to the bacteria, have the potential to 

increase the incidence of pinkeye in a herd. These factors 

include: 

1. Flies – spread bacteria. 

2. Age – pinkeye is more common in younger cattle (due 

to a lack of immunity and also because they are. 

more likely to be in close contact). 

3. Dust – irritates eyes, increases tear production and 

assists spread. 

4. Ultraviolet light – sensitises eyes. 

5. Long grass and grass seed – damages eyes. 

6. Pigmentation – pinkeye is generally more common in 

non-pigmented eyes. 

7. Cattle type - more common in Bos taurus than Bos 

indicus cattle. 

8. Intense husbandry (eg drought feeding, yard weaning, 

dairies) – can increase incidence. 

9. Immune status – cattle in poor body condition tend to 

be less able to mount. 
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WEANING -  BEEF CALVES 

Our aim at weaning is to minimise liveweight loss and promote ani-

mal health to produce strong healthy cattle. Weaning is one of the 

most stressful times in an animal’s life, so we need to prepare the 

calves prior to weaning to lessen the impact that stress can cause. 

Pre weaning (4 weeks): 

Focus on health treatments and the feed and water transitions that 

will occur. 

 Vaccinations: 

- 5 in 1 or 7 in 1 (1st dose or 2nd dose) 

- 5 in 1 minimum, 7 in 1 for breeding stock (Incorporates Leptospiro-

sis protection) 

 Vitamin AD&E injection 

- Helps boost immunity during peak stress periods. 

- Young animals have minimal reserves and storage capability com-

pared to their mature counterparts. 

 Pestigard (optional) 

- Calves must be at least 6 months of age 

 Piliguard (optional) 

- For the prevention of Pinkeye 

- Peak immune response 4 weeks after vaccination. 

- Single shot required 

Conduct a Worm Egg Count (WEC) with Larval Differentiation: 

- To determine the number and type of worms present. This will help 

with planning a strategic drenching program at weaning. 

 Feed Source: 

- Introduce the calf to the feed it will be eating during and after 

weaning whilst with the cow. 

- The calves will copy the cows and accept the new feed. 

- This will also lessen the impact of transitioning from a predominant-

ly milk based diet to pasture. 

Water source: 

- Ensure calves are familiar with the type of water and water delivery 

system they will be using during and after weaning. 

- They do not always adapt immediately to different systems e.g. 

dams to troughs. If they don’t drink they don’t eat, and growth rates will 

be reduced. 

At weaning: 

Drench: 

- Use an effective drench as per WEC 

Booster vaccinations: 

- 5 in 1 or 7 in 1 

- Bovilis MH or Bovilis MH IBR 

- Pestigard 

Fly Control  

-  Arreset Easy Dose 

- Particularly if Pinkeye has been prevalent previously 

- Even more important if not treating with Piligard 

Suitable Balanced Ration 

- Aim for a Crude Protein level of  15% 

- Energy to be 11.5Mj/ME per kg/DM 

Mineral supplementation: 

- Magnesium has a calming effect on animals and can assist to 

reduce the affect of stress at weaning. 

- Salt assists with magnesium absorption and is also beneficial 

for increasing water intake and retention. 

Multimin injection for Sheep & Cattle : 

- Injectable source of zinc, manganese and selenium 

- Provides trace minerals essential for optimal health, produc-

tion and fertility. 

Vitamin B12 injection: 

- Stimulates appetite and promotes dry matter intake 

to reduce liveweight loss. 

Electrolytes 

- Stressed calves dehydrate through more frequent urination 

and respiration (panting). Electrolytes added to the water or 

feed will help keep muscles hydrated and reduce weight loss. 


